Results of the Coded Apple Tastings 
Conducted by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

at the UBC Apple Festival 
October 17&18,2009
Saturday
On Saturday two commercial cultivars were compared, Aurora Golden Gala and Honeycrisp.

Code C = Aurora Golden Gala. This yellow apple was developed at the Pacific Agri-Food Research Centre (Summerland, BC) and is in limited commercial production. It is sweet, very juicy and very crisp.

Code M = Honeycrisp. This large red and green apple was developed at the University of Minnesota. It is also very crisp, but tarter than Aurora Golden Gala. It is grown commercially on a limited scale across North America and elsewhere.
C = Aurora Golden Gala – 432 votes (58%)
M = Honeycrisp – 318 votes (42%)
Total = 750 votes

Sunday
On Sunday a new test cultivar from Summerland was compared with a widely available older cultivar.

Code O = SPA493. This bright red and yellow apple, a cross between Splendor and Gala, is at the stage of on-farm testing. Before making a decision on whether or not to commercialize it, we need more data on consumer response. This year our objective was to estimate its consumer appeal relative to another tart apple that is well-established in BC.

Code V = Spartan. This red and green apple was developed at the Summerland research centre in the 1930s and has been widely grown in BC since the 1950s. It is readily available at supermarkets.

O = SPA493 – 542 votes (54%)
V = Spartan – 453 votes (46%)
Total = 995 votes

A big THANK-YOU to all of those who weathered the rain and participated in our consumer test.

